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FOREWORD 


One of the modern urban tragedies is the growing population 
of children in the streets of our metropolitan cities. While there 
are are no definite studies and statistics on the plight of this 
neglected lot of our polity, there is much to be concerned about. 


It does require the services of an expert to tell us that the street 
children are really children in crisis - they have faced crises in 
their homes and immediate surroundings which is what probab- 
ly drove to adopt streets as their new homes, and they continue 
to face crises every day. Their lot is subjected to all kinds of 
exploitation that is not merely social, cultural and economic, but 
often sexual too. 


In Bangalore city alone, it is estimated, there are over 45,000 
children who have taken to the streets. To make ends meet, rather 
in their struggle for survival, these children are forced to stoop 
so low that they work as coolies, as unskilled labour, as rag 
pickers or whatever. They often sleep on the pavements and eat 
from dustbins. 


It is aa tragedy that while our planners spent millions on city 
beautification and urban development nothing much is being 
done to find solutions to the other side of rapid urbanisation, 
namely, the growth of slums and growing number of homless 
children. Despite what our Constitution enshrines in its 
Directrive Principles of State Policy regarding the universal 
primary education and other basic rights for all children in our 
land, we are still far from framing a basic policy that would 
encompass the rights of the junior citizens of our nation. 


The Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the 
member-countries of the United Nations in 1990 is a landmarkin 
this area of concern. But, if the initiatives are not translated into 
concrete action such laudable resolutions and reports will be 
condemned to the archives. What the children need today are not 
just expatiation of their rights, but concrete action that will 
guarantee them the basic human dignity along with justice, love 

and compassion. 
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In the 100th year of the formation of the National Council of 
YMCAs in India, the Bangalore YMCA is priviliged to participate 
in the nation-wide celebration by conducting a national consult- 
ation on the the future of our unfortunate junior citizens. We are 
of the firm opinion that the YMCAs in India should take leader- 
ship in this area and bring to the attention of the Government and 
other forums concerned about the gravity of this issue. 

The future of India lies in the well-being of the children of 
today. We would have failed in our mission, both as the YMCAs 
and as a nation, if we fail to immerse ourself more deeply in 
securing for our children a holistic future. 

The YMCAs and other non-governnmental agencies must 
play a partner-role with these children to take them into the 21st 
century and to enable them to be full-fledged citizens with dig- 
nity and humanhood. 

M.J. Narendranath 
General Secretary 


INTRODUCTION 


One of the most commonly accepted facts today is that 
children are the biggest asset. Be it in the life of a small family, a 
community or in the nation, the future of that social grouping is 
dependent on the welfare of its children. Only a callous and 
totally irresponsible family, community or nation will shut their 
eyes to the needs of their young ones. 


It is a sad commentary of the affairs of our nation that there 
is a growing number of children whose basic needs are not met 
either by the family or by the State. The alarming growth of 
children who have adopted streets as their homes is a major 
concern for worry. 


Who are these so-called street children? Like other children 
they too are born of parents who probably dreamt of a bright 
future for their offsprings. But the cruel reality of their socio- 
economic conditions have prevented them from realising their 
dreams. Or, they are the offsprings of an illegitimate relationship 
or ofa union of irresponsible couples. Whatever be their progeny, 
these children, born into this world as innocent little creatures, 
are caught in the web ofa social and economic quagmire of which 
they neither had, nor will have, control over. What has driven 
them to the streets and under what appalling conditions they 
live have been the subjects of many a study for us to go into here. 
The present Consultation organised by the YMCA was part ofa 
long search for answers in solving some of the problems. We 
realise the task is a long-term one and it is imperative that our 
common search be based on the Constitutional and legal rights 
of a child, and not merely based or moral on sympathetic con- 
siderations. 


Who and why 

The UNICEF defines street children as: "Street children are 
those for whom the street, more than their family, has become 
their real home, a situation in which there is no protection, 
supervision or direction from responsible adults." 
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In developing countries street children are "products of rural- 
to-urban migration, unemployment, poverty and broken 
families" whereas in developed and industrialised countries, 
"they are victims of alienation and systematic exclusion". Ac- 
cording to a report of the UNICEF "street children are a 
phenomenon of modern times when urban centres in developing 
countries are faced with the processes of rapid urbanisation." 


One of the major causes of the increasing numbers of street 
children in our country is economic marginalisation, malaise 
created by historical conditions, societal attitudes and govern- 
ment policy - a policy that continues to ignore agricultural 
sectors in rural areas which form the source of livelihood for a 
majority of the Indian population, and instead concentrates on 
urban and industrial growth. Unequal wealth distribution and 
lopsided development policies of the government, where more 
resources are channeled into urban areas, have led to chronic 
poverty and unemployment for millions of people in the rural 
sector. 


The severe drought situation in Karnataka for the past many 
years is one major reason for the unprecedented migration of 
people from the neighbouring districts of Bangalore in the past 
decade or so. They come to Bangalore not merely dreaming of a 
rosy future but also to make a decent living. Their dreams lie 
shattered when they are forced to sell their labour cheap and to 
replenish their meagre incomes they are forced to induct their 
children into the work force of this city. Problems of living space 
and proximity to area of work have given growth to slums. The 
pavements of the city have also become homes for many 
thousands. 


Another cause for the growing number of street children is 
the inappropriate education system. Our education policy fails 
to see the inadequacy of emulating outdated British educational 
models and puts as many as 50 to 100 children under a single- 
teacher primary school. The crammed classrooms, inadequate 
attention.given to the personal growth of the children and the 
apathy of the whole system itself result in the increased number 
of dropouts from the primary school. Only the children of the 
wealthy have adequate educational Opportunities to pursue 
careers. Children of the underprivileged have to fight it out on 
their own - outside the system. The tra gedy iscompounded when 
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our policy-makers give no thought to this. They perceive the 
immediate costs as being too high and "unproductive". 


Chronic poverty, unemployment, over-crowded homes, 
parental abuse, drug abuse, alcoholism, parents abandoning 
children because they are unable to face the stress of the socio- 
economic pressures and children running away from stressful 
situations at homes, are the major identifiable reasons for the 
growing number of children on the street. The introduction of 
the illicit drug trade in Bangalore, as in other parts of India, has 
further added to the problem. Though not yet that visible or as 
yet affecting very large numbers, the number of street children 
used for "pushing" and those whe are "hooked" is growing. These 
children are the most severely affected of all and their lack of 
access to help of any kind renders the situation hopeless. 


Some Issues and Concerns 


Before we move on to identifying some of the issues and 
concerns relating to street children let us briefly examine what 
are the main occupations these children are engaged in. 


Street children are generally engaged in the following occupa- 
tions: 
a) Street vendors 
b) Shoe shine boys 
c) Shopping bag carriers and cart pushers 
d) Scavangers and beggars 
e) News boys 
f) Car keepers (guarding parked cars)/Grease monkeys 
g) Car washers 


The duration of daily work varies with the nature of occupa- 
tion as wellas on the place. This also depends on the age, season 
and climate. Also, street children don’t just work anywhere. They 
are as choosy as the men; they know those areas in the city where 
there is a maximum return on their time and labour, however 
meagre it may be. They are usually found vending papers or 
magazines, or picking rags or offering themeselves as coolies, or 
begging on the main thoroughfares of the city, at bus stands, 
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railway stations, markets, the busy intersections and even at 
construction sites. It isa common sight in most metros. 


Street children work in the informal sector of the economy. 
Since this sector has very few barriers, it is easy for them to enter 
the work force. And unfortunately, these children who dg con- 
siderable work to keep the wheels of the economy rolling are not 
even enumerated in the work force of our country. 


Working conditions in the informal sector are pathetic. Since 
there is no protection of the law, work force in this sector are 
subjected to all kinds of exploitation. Those enterprising among 
the children live in total insecurity for they do not know where 
their next meal would come from. Being contracted to another’s 
capital, they also live in the fear of being "retrenched" any time 
and that too without being paid. Their hours of work are not 
stipulated nor are they sure if they would be rewarded for all the 
work they have put in! 


They are neither children nor workers. Neither the society nor 
the Law is willing to face this problem squarely. The result is that 
street children do not have the option to stop working, for they 
have to fend themselves or an ailing parent. They have to 
maintain themselves by hook or crook. They fall easy prey to 
gangsters, hoodlums or drug-trafffickers. 


Family and Home 


Living conditions of these children are abominable. Most of 
them live in the slum areas where even drinking water is not 
available. Their life is made more miserable due to the lack of 
sleeping room, inadequate sanitation and beacuse of pollution — 
both of the air and water. Space restrictions also affect other vital 
aspects, such as child play, rest and sleep of other family mem- 
bers, the relationship of couples, including conjugal sex, work at 
home etc. 


Living in such conditions begets a great deal of inter-personal 
problems, tension and fight. It is common for people to take their 
tension and anger out on those weaker than themselves. In 99 out 
of 100 cases it is the woman and the child who are at the abusing 
end of the strong machismo man. There is no home for such 
children — there are only living spaces, or merely places to rest 
their weary bones. There is no emotional attachment to any place 
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called "home". They wait for the first opportune moment to ae) 
out gambling or drinking as an escape from the tensions and 
wotries that they confront. 


YMCA’s Concern 


The YMCA has always been concerned with young people 
and it is the young people in all conditions who form the fabric 
of YMCA. YMCA has met the problems of young people squarely 
mainly by using youth power to contain their problems. So, as a 
matter of policy and philosopy, the YMCA seldom works for 
young people but always works with young people. YMCA’s 
programmes have always been the result of its commitment to 
meet certain problems and difficulites faced by young people. 


When the migrant young came to cities and did not have 
proper shelter the YMCA introduced the hostels. To contribute 
to the containment of the increasing vagrancy, the YMCA started 
homes for children. 


All over the world, as a result of urbanisation, children are 
becoming victims. In all growing cities in the world, people have 
started identifying new phenomena, namely, the problem of 
street children, of youth gangs etc. A new wave of youth terror, 
inspired by street gang rivalries and fueled by "drug mafia" and 
smugglers is playing havoc in many Western cities. Weare rather 
fortunate that our children have not yet taken to gang wars 
though in certain metropolitan cities, they are being used by 
some of the ganglords as peddlars, pimps etc. 


The Bangalore YMCA has recognised the growing problem 
faced by street children. It is estimated that there are about about 
45,000 street and working children in the city. Some of them are 
just wandering in the streets. But all of them live a kind of life 
that is tentative and goalless. Their life is devoid of any dignity. 
Many of these young children on the streets are perilously close 
to becoming delinquents. The Bangalore YMCA has started its 
work with street children by meeting them, talking to them, 
helping them to find some meaning and goalin life, and to enable 
them to experience dignity in life. It is possible that some of these 
street kids might follow illegitimate ways to achieve certain 
legitimate needs. The YMCA’s survey and work with them 
during the past one year reveals that these street children are 
looking for security, acceptance, someone to talk to and for relief 
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from boredom. All these children are looking for a family where 
they can share affection and concern. 


The YMCA’s programme gives primacy to creating a rapport 
with these children in crisis. The ultimate goal is to save them 
from being degenerated into either frustrated non-entities or 
getting into gangs. We have also noticed that organised and 
structured activities are anathema to these kids. Hence the work 
with children on the streets is directed at winning their con- 
fidence and friendship and to show them the way out of their 
predicament. We believe that our role is to redirect these people 
and not to push them into something that we have decided for 
them. . 


The Consultation was only asmall step in that direction. Those 
working with street children in other parts of the country shared 
their experiences and views. What was visibly striking to all 
participants is the lack of any coordinated networking among 
those organisations that are engaged in this challenging task. 
Again, inadequate information on, and definitive studies about 
this urban tragedy manifested in the growing number of street 
children challenge all of us. All good work in finding solutions 
to this concern can come only from sharing of information. 
Towards that end the Bangalore YMCA would have made its 
humble contribution in the form of this short report. 
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ADDRESS BY J. ALEXANDER, 
PRESIDENT OF BANGALORE YMCA 


His Excellency the Governor, Chairman and members of the Or- 
ganising Committee, and dear friends. 


On this occasion of the clebration of 100 years of the National 
Council of YMCAs of India, we are indeed privileged to have 
with us many friends from all walks of life and from many parts 
of thecountry. It is an occasion for us to take stock of our activities 
of the past years and to strike new paths. 


As you all know the concern for the child in the street has 
gained prominence in the activities of the Bangalore YMCA. It is 
a matter of grave concern to all of us here. In this Garden City 
we have over 45,000 children who have taken to the streets and 
it is only befitting for the YMCA, the pioneering organisation 
working with the young people all over the world, to adopt this 
concern and start working seriously in tackling this issue. 


The main reason that the Bangalore YMCA has decided to 
convene this Consultation as part of the Centenary celebrations 
is the urgency of this issue. We are aware that unless we take care 
of our young our march into the 21st century would be without 
the progress we have claimed. The future of the nation is with 
the young of today, and there are millions of young who would 
not be able to march with the nation into the 21st century. I hope 
this consultation will be an eye-opener for many of us and that 
organisations like the YMCA will be able to give more serious 
thought to this issue. 


We are indeed fortiinate to have with us His Excellency Sri. 
Kurshed Alam Khan. to inaugurate the celebrations. We are 
happy that he could find the time in his busy schedule and be 
with us this niorning. His studied views on various concerns are 
pee and Ihave the privilege of welcoming him into our 
midst. . | ae 


10 


[also take this opportunity to congratulate Mr. B.R. Seshadri, 
Chairman of the Organising Committee, his colleagues, and staff 
of the YMCA for the excellent preparation for this Consultation. 


There are many who have come from far and near. I would 
particularly like to welcome Mr. Sydney Ribeiro, Vice-President 
of the National Council of YMCAs, and Fr. Fonseca the main 
speaker of this morning. 


A word of warm welcome to all participants, members and 
friends of the YMCA, and all others who have gathered here 
today in joining us in this Centenary celebrations. 
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ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY SRI. KURSHED 
ALAM KHAN, GOVERNOR OF KARNATAKA 


Mr. Alexander, Mr. Narendranath, Mr. Seshadri and Fr. Fonseca, 
‘Ladies & Gentlemen, ; 


Iam extremely happy to associate myself with today’s function. 
My greetings to the National Council of the YMCAs_ which has 
organised this National Consultationand Sports Meet in its centenary 
year. The YMCA could not have chosen a more apt theme for its 
centenary celebrations. 


Rapid urbanisation in developing countries like ours has thrown 
up a new phenomenon, namely, street children. These children are 
the products of rural to urban migration, unemployment, poverty 
and broken families. The causes for the increasing number of street 
children are no doubt many. However, the important causes are 
economic marginality, societal attitudes and the lop-sided policies 
pursued by us which has resulted in an imbalance between the rural 
and the urban areas. 


In our anxiety to catch up with the advanced nations of the world, 
we tend to forget that India is basically an agricultural country and 
the source of livelihood for the majority of our population is agricul- 
ture. As concentration of our economic resources is in urban areas, 
large number of rural households end up in unemployment and 
poverty. This forces migration to urban areas. As urban centres are 
not capable of absorbing this large scale migration, a host of 
problems is thrown up. In recent times, the most important problem 
is that of street children. 


I know that over the next few days you will deliberate very 
seriously on the causes for this phenomenonand the steps to be taken 
to contain this problem, if not eradicate it altogether. Let me share a 
few thoughts with you which you may like to discuss. What street 
children need most is not comfort and employment in material terms. 
What they are crying out for is love, affection and understanding. 
And for us to shower them with love, affection and understanding, 
material resources are not required at all. We should not work for 
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them but work with them. As children, they are still innocent and can 
be moulded to grow up as men and women of character. 


If our programmes for street children are to be successful, em- 
phasis needs to be laid on the psychology of these children. As little 
children, they are exposed not only to the elements of nature but 
also exposed to all that is distasteful and inhuman in our society. 
What they see and experience is bound to have a tremendous 
impact on their emotional, mental and psychological make up. 
While diseases of the body can be cured easily, diseases of the mind 
or emotions require to be treated in a totally different manner. 
Before any action to help these children is taken on the material 
plane, you require to consider seriously what needs to be done at 
the emotional, mental and psychological planes. 


Unfortunately in our country the system of education, especially 
at the primary level is not what it should be. Therefore we require 
to enunciate very clearly our educational policy, so that schools 
function as true centres of learning, developing in children an 
integrated personality, physically, morally, emotionally and intel- 
lectually. 


Imparting of vocational skills is another important area which 
should merit your attention. One requires to take into account skills 
which the children are capable of acquiring and matching them 
with skills that are demanded in the labour market. 


In a country of a size of India, the government alone cannot be 
the sole guardian of development. Unfortunately, over a period of 
time, we have begun to depend on the government for everything 
and expect the government to solve all the ills afflicting our society. 
This erroneous attitude needs to change. It is non-governmental 
and voluntary organisations like the YMCA, which have to come 
forward, play an active role and assist government in the develop- 
mental process. By and large, it is only in voluntary organisations 
that one finds dedication and commitment. I am certain that the 
dedication and commitment for which the YMCA is knownall over 
the world will also be evident in this sphere of activity. 


Iam sure the children who have gathered here from all over the 
country will enjoy every minute of their stay in Bangalore and return 
to their respective places with a determination to reshape their lives 
with the generous help of the voluntary organisations working in this 
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filed. While I thank you for having given me an opportunity to 
be in your midst this morning, I once again wish this meet every 


success. 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Fr. Fonseca, Director, Snehasadan, Bombay 


It is with joy and a sense of nostalgia that I have accepted this 
invitation to come to Bangalore and deliver the keynote address 
of the Bangalore YMCA’s national-level consultation on 
Children in Crisis. 


Bangalore, for me, is so unlike Bombay which is crowded, 
noisy and, to an extent, polluted. It is in Bangalore that I took my 
first plunge into the unknown world of street children on 18th 
January, 1973. I left St. Mark’s Road around 5 p.m. for Bangalore 
City Station, bare feet, long hair, torn pant and shirt and no 
money in my pocket except to take me to the station. There was 
an exhibition and so I moved to the inter-state bus stop and got 
into mess of three boys fighting to pick up the same piece of 
baggage. It is no "first come first serve" but "might is right", 
ending with two boys crying and one taking the baggage. They 
grilled me with questions and later concluded I was a glorious 
beggar. Out of consideration they decided to buy mea plate of 
rice and a glass of dirty chilly water and took me to a Bombay 
Restaurant and recommended me fora job. But I preferred to beg 
and watch the interesting dusk scene of pick-up girls just outside 
the City railway station. 


Street kids all over the world have a culture that is typically 
their own. One may summarise that in the following points. 


1. Dirt forms the very basis which conceals a heart of gold filled 
with traumatic experiences. We need guts to tread across dirt 
to reach the person. 

2. Due to force of circumstance the street kid is bound to take 
up any job which he/she does until society picks them up and 
raises their level. 

3. Constant fight for survival at all levels. Some fight back while 
others succumb to an d die. Who cares? 


bye 


4. Work is the trump card for the vagrant. It may meet his need 
for the day. It brings him money. 


5. Money brings in power and status. This is an important factor 
in their growth to enable them to realise their dreams. 


6. There is high mobility and risk rate. One must follow their 
moves and better still try to read their minds. For "no dreamer 
is ever too small and no dream is ever so big”. 


7. Fear of every sort and at every level dominates their per- 
sonality which has become very small. It is left to the agencies 
and society to reverse the picture to make the child big and 
reduce the fear. 


Let us take a look at Karnataka and Bangalore, in particular. It 
is an up and coming electronic city or Garden City which means 
little if the youngest and most vulnerable lot are neglected and 
even overlooked. It will surely go the way of Bombay if govern- 
ment and voluntary agencies don’t join hands and work out a 
plan of action. 


The government has the resources, the land, and it can generate, 
support and co-ordinate its activities with the voluntary agencies 
which have only goodwill, and with the commitment, it must 
begin now. 


The lure of big cities 


There is a massive exodus of children, both boys and girls, 
from Karnataka into Bombay. Today, I brought back a girl to 
Bangalore from Bombay today. She was fortunate to have fallen 
into right hands. Shafique of Salaam Bombay fame was in Bombay 
for six years before he shot into stardom. The film took him up 
to the skies and dropped him like a brick to the realities of this 
earth. His eyes were opened. Now he only wants to travel by air 
and live in five-star comfort. Incidentally, he was roaming the 
streets of Bombay on Rs. 5/- per day till the film was released. 


Some of the factors responsible for the exodus to big cities are: 


Poverty: This is the price any growing city has to pay. The 
impact of poverty is most felt by the children. When male adults 
can’t be breadwinners and provide for the welfare of the family 
the entire burden of child bearing and bread winning falls on the 
mother. This is one of the stark realities of today. 
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As per the census of 1981, 35 per cent of the population is 
below the poverty line. lam given to understand that Karnataka 
is the worst affected State with regard to protein calorie, mal- 
nutritional signs in pre-school going children. The gravity of the 
situation weighs heavily on us. 


_ Break down of the family: The family is the hardest hit when 
it comes to industrialisation and urbanisation which upsets and 
breaks the family system and ties which are so typical of villages 
and country sides. Fatima of Indupur was in Bombay as her 
mother re-married and left Fatima to fend for herself. She has 
been to Indupur for over a year now. She is hardly twelve and is 
far ahead for her age. 


It is time for Bangalore to wake up and face this reality 
squarely. Many organisation are doing a good deal of work. But 
that is not enough. More have to be done. In my opinionfollowing 
are some of the immediate measures we can take up to contain 
this growing phenomenon: 


Night Shelters: The slum development wing of the Delhi ad- 
ministration has eleven permanent night shelters and two 
seasonal shelters (winter only) for the shelterless of Delhi. These 
are for men only. There are no shelters for women. This is the 
SAARC year for the shelterless. Iam sure, the YMCA can open 
one for children. Bombay has started a few shelters for children 
only. Will Bangalore follow soon? There is an urgent need for 
night shelters for girls in Bombay. The government can surely 
help in this matter. 


Awareness Programme: Sensitising the police, Railway staff, 
Bangalore Municipality and the general public to the needs of 
children to be more humane and considerate in their attitudes 
towards the neglected and vagrant children. 


Sponsorship Programme: Very often, a little help in terms of 
sponsoring a child for education can save a soul from vagrancy 
or even substitute family income. These sponsorship program- 
mes could be opened in less developed areas as outreach 
programmes for the marginalised and for those who migrate 
into the city to beg, work or collect food. 

These, ina nut shell, are some of my dreams and hopes for the 
future. I am sure we will put our hears and hands together for 
the sake of our children. 
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REPORT OF THE CONSULTATION ON 
CHILDREN IN CRISIS 


In connection with the centenary celebrations of the National 
Council of YMCAs in India, the Bangalore YMCA organised a 
three-day AllIndia Sports and Cultural Meet for street children 
and a National Consultation on the theme "Street Children - The 
Urban Tragedy - Indian Context" from October 1 to 3, 1991 at the 
City YMCA, Bangalore. 


About 50 children from the streets of Bangalore, with whom 
the YMCA works, dressed in their best greeted His Excellency 
Sri. Kurshed Alam Khan, the Governor of Karnataka, at the gate 
when he arrived at the venue to inaugurate the function. The 
YMCA President Mr. J. Alexander, IAS, received the Governor 
and the YMCA General Secretary Mr. M. J. Narendranath intro- 
duced his colleagues, Chairman of the Organising Commmitte, 
Mr. B.R. Seshadri, and other distinguished guests that included 
Mr. Sydney Rebeiro, Vice-President of the National Council of 
YMCAs and President of the Delhi YMCA. 


The celebrations were inaugurated with the lighting of the 
traditional lamp by the Governor. In his address the Governor 
took cognizance of the plight of the street children who are now 
being exploited by middlemen, ruthless employers, drug traf- 
fickers and smugglers. He said that what street children need 
most is not comfort and employment in material terms and what 
they are crying out for is love, affection and understanding. He 
welcomed the role played by the Non-Governmental Organisa- 
tions, particularly the YMCA. 


Prior to His Excellency the Governor’s Address, Fr. Fonseca, 
Director, Snehasadan, Bombay, delivered the Keynote Address. 
Fr. Fonseca recalled his personal experience of how he plunged 
into working with the street children and went on to identify 
some of the psychological and physical aspects that affected the 


lives of children in the streets. (Text of Keynote Address included 
in this booklet.) 
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Mr. Narendranath, General Secretary, Bangalore YMCA wel- 
comed the participants. Mr. Anthony Isaac, Related Secretary 
spoke on the Consultation. Mr. Rebeiro, Vice-President, National 
Council brought greetings from the National Council of YMCAs 
and Mr. J. Alexander, President, Bangalore YMCA chaired the 
session. Mr. Seshadri, Chairman of the Organising Committee 
proposed the Vote of Thanks. 


The objectives of the Workshop were presented as follows: 


1. To bring together groups, individuals and organisations 
working for the benefit of street children. 


2. To have a critical look at the state of street children. 


3. To provide a platform to pool ideas, share/exchange 
programme experiences and problems and to evolve an effec- 
tive programme model. 


4. To exchange ideas and create solidarity among groups work- 
ing with children in crisis. 

5. To understand the ‘Rights of the Child’ in the national 
perspective, with particular reference to street children, their 
health care, rehabilitation care, and policies relating to child 
labour. 


6. To create awareness among the general public and Govern- 
ment agencies of the need to tackle the problems faced by 
children in crisis. 


About 50 participants from various parts of the country took 
part in the three-day programme (list of participants appended). 
They are people who are working with street children in various 
programmes, both within the YMCAs and outside. 


Two panel presentations — one on the Rights of the Child and 
the other on The Urban Tragedy — formed the main inputs along 
with group discussions. Participants were divided into four 
groups on both days to discuss the panel theme and to bring back 
suggestions for action and follow-up (see below for text of panel 
presentations.) 


Group Discussions 


In the group discussions that followed the panel presenta- 
tions, some of the problems confronting the society were iden- 
_ tified. Representatives of organisations working with children in 
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crisis shared their experiences and made recommendations for 
effectively tackling the problems faced by voluntary organisation 
working with street children. 


Some of the root causes that brought children to adopt streets 
as their home were identified as: 


» broken homes 
» ruralinmigration 
» economic marginalisation 


~ » ~ societal attitudes and governmental policies that ig- 
nore weaker sections 


» drought and unemployment in the rural sector of India 
» rapid urbanisation that has led to the growth of slums 
» population explosion 

» Inadequate educational system 


In the light of the above, it was discovered that the children 
who made the streets of the Indian metropolis as their home 
confronted untold miseries. They have become "twice-vic- 
timized", and thrice-alienated. They have first been victims of 
their immediate circumstances, be it the family or the vil- 
lage/slum, and when they escape from that scene, it is the 
slumlords, the drug traffickers and the ruthless employer. They 
have become alienated from their homes, their social milieu, and 
from childhood itself. 


It was expressly felt that what such children needed was love 
and affection, nurture and fostering than some material benefits 
like employment and skill-training. It was also recognized that 
the service rendered by various voluntary organisations, 
government agencies, social and welfare organisations and the 
public and private sector enterprises committed to this issue by 
providing night shelter, meals etc. only touched the periphery of 
the issue. The general public lacked a total and comprehensive 
understanding of the problem of the children in crisis. Even the 
national policy planners have not beenable to come to grips with 
this tragedy and what is needed most immediately is a thorough 
examination of the whole question of urbanisation and all the 


resultant malaise that it has brought forth on the junior citizens 
of our nation. 
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Based on the discussions some of the recommendations that 
emanated from the groups are: 


C1 While voluntary agencies give emphasis to providing night 
shelter, meals, recreation etc., which are laudable in itself, 
more emphasis should be laid on identifying the root causes of 
the ‘brokenness’ of each child and providing succour and loving 
care; 


C1 Child labour being accepted as a reality by various groups and 
organisations need to be re-examined. Emphasis should shift 
from providing skill-training as a child labour to wholesome 
education, meaning that while the child in crisis is being helped 
out with skills, he/she should be provided ample opportunities, 
by theState and the Society, to integrate fully into the mainstream 
as full-fledged citizens with basic human and economic rights as 
enshrined in the Convention adopted by the UN, and guaranteed 
by our Constitution. _ 


1 The National Policy on Street Children drawn up by the Govern- 
ment of India is a welcome step in the right direction. The 
Consultation calls for the speedy implementation of the Policy. 


O TheNational Council of the YMCAsis urged to playa moreactive 
and key role in this issue by interacting between the government 
and voluntary organisations. The YMCAs are called upon to 
adopt this programme as one of its top-priority areas of action in 
the society. 


O Whileaccepting foreign funding for such initiatives by voluntary 
Organisations in the country, we should make all attempts at 
being self-reliant on local resources in the long run. Towards this, 
the YMCA hasa crucial role to play by providing the link between 
the Government and the local groups, such as local YMCAsand 
programmes and projects of other like-minded organisations, 
and also by raising resources from within the country from 
private sources. . 


O The YMCAsand other agencies working with street children are 
called upon to create public awareness on this issue. Towards 
this, it was suggested that the media reporters should be con- 
scientised so that they portray the children in crisis in a more 
positive light. Development journalists and free-lance writers 
should be encouraged to use their columns more positively. The 
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electronic media, particularly the TV, should be more sensi- 
tive to the questions confronting street children. 


O The YMCA should take initiative in bringing together similar 
Organisations working for the cause of the children in crisis and 
provide the necessary infrastructure to forma national network. 
The good work initiated by the Visakhapatnam YMCA was 
commended. It was suggested that the Visakhapatanam YMCA 
should take initiative in having more copies of their newsletter 
on Children in Crisis printed and distributed them to all organisa- 
tions involved in this area of work. 


1 Children deprived of the normal childhood should be given all 
opportunities in physical and mental recreation. The YMCA 
being one of the pioneering organisations in the promotion of 
youth activities is well-positioned to consider this aspect of child 
recreation. 


The All-India Sports and Cultural Meet for Street Children was 
held on October 2 and 3 in the City YMCA campus. Nearly 300 street 
children from Bangalore and other cities took part in this two-day 
programme. 

The Meet was inauguarted by Mr. S. Ramesh, Minister for Youth 
Services, Sports, Kannada and Culture, Government of Karnataka by 
releasing two doves and a bunch of colourful balloons. Mr. Eddy, 
Retired General Secretary of the Madras YMCA was the Guest of 
Honour and took the salute of the march past by the street children. 


The Rev. Benjamin Dorairaj, Member of the Board of the YMCA 
Bangalore presided over the function. 


Enthusiastic children took part in various athletic events that in- 
cluded the lemon-spoonrace, three-legged run, etc. apart from the short 
dashes and the long jumps. 


In the cultural meet children from various cities and presented 
enjoyable items like skits, dances, songs etc. 


On the last day the prizes were distributed to the sports winners by 
Mr. R. Ramalingam, IPS, Commissioner of Police. In his address on the 
occasion he expressed his concern for the street children and said that 
the police, wherever possible, is helping to get the children out of the 
grips of the exploiters. He said that unless voluntary organisations 
come forward and help the police identify the needs of those children 
in crisis, nothing muchcan be done. He also said that police department 
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has issued identity cards to some street children which they can 
use as a safe conduct pass, if and when they feel they are being 
harassed by the police while in the streets. 


Once again, we place on record our sincere thanks to all the volun- 
teers, donors, the Press and TV .media, and other key people who 
helped us before and during the Consultation and Sports Meet. A 
word of special mention to Dr. Mrs. Subashini for being our 
‘resident duty doctor’ during the three days. 
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Panel Presentation - 1 


RIGHT OF THE CHILD 


Prof. Hasan Mansur 


Can I see another's woe, 

and not be in sorrow too? 

Can I see another's grief 

and not seek for kind relief? 
Can I see a falling tear 

and not feel my sorrow’s share? 
Can a father see his child 

weep, nor be with sorrow fill’d? 
Can a mother sit and hear 

an infant groan, an infant fear? 
No, no! Never can it be! 

Never, Never can it be! 


These lines are from the prophetic poetry of William Blake of 
the late 18th century England on the eve of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion. He had a memorable phrase for the event describing it as 
the ‘dark Satanic mills’. The plight of children in this poem truly 
describes the situation in the Third World, especially India. 


The theme of this paper is "The right of the Child". On Sep- 
tember 2, 1990 United Nations voted a convention on the Rights 
of the Child. According to its article 1, a child is defined as "every 
person under 18, unless national law grants majority at an earlier 


age". Several articles of this convention spell out the rights of the 
child. 


Article 6 of the Convention is the most significant of all which 
spells out the right to life. It states that the child’s right to life must 
be ensured by the state and charges the state to ensure the 
survival and maximum development. It is necessary to recall 
what Tanaka, a distinguished judge of the International Court of 
Justice, wrote in 1966: "The principle of protection of human 
rights is derived\from the concept of man as a person and his 
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relationship with society cannot be separated from universal 
human nature. Then, existence of human rights does not depend 
on the will of a state neither internally on its laws or any other 
legislative measure, nor internationally on treaty or custom, in 
which the express or tacit will of a state constitutes the essential 
element. A State or states are not capable of creating human 
rights by convention. They can only confirm their existence and 
give them protection. The role of the state is no more than 
declaratory." 


Articles 5, 18 and 27 of the Convention put responsibility of 
bringing up children on both parents and exhort the state to assist 
them in this. The last article emphasises the right to an adequate 
standard of living and the state to assist the parents who cannot 
meet this responsibility. No state worth its name can absolve 
itself of these responsibilities unless it suffers from lack of 
motivation and absence of enforcing authority. 


Articles 28 and 29 speak of the child’s right to education and 
the state to provide free and compulsory education, to ensure 
equal access to secondary and higher education and to ensure 
that school discipline reflects the child’s human dignity. Theaims 
of education are directed at developing a child’s personality and 
talents, preparing the child for active life as an adult, developing 
respect for the child’s parents, basic human rights, the natural 
environment and the child’s own cultural and national values 
and those of others. In other words, liberal education in the true 
sense of the term must be imparted to free the mind from national 
chauvinism and religious bigotry. 


Most parents being poor put their children to work to aug- 
ment the meagre resources of the family. Universal primary 
education is one way of taking the children away from labour. 
The fact is that even among children going to school the drop out 
rate is alarmingly high. To blame this on the parents is most 
unfair and the state has a grave responsibility to see the children 
are not kept away from schools owing to poverty. Article 18 
stresses the need for the state to intervene to help out im- 
poverished parents. 


In the matter of health care, Article 23 spells in detail the right 
of disabled children to special care and training designed to help 
achieve self reliance and a full and active life in society. Article 
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24 articulates fully the right to the highest attainable standard of 
health and access to medical service; the state to attempt to 
diminish infant and child mortality, combat disease and mal- 
nutrition, ensure health care for expectant mothers, etc. The state 
has to undertake the responsibility wholly and soley. 


Article 8 exhorts the state to preserve or reestablish the child’s 
identity in respect of name, nationality and family ties. This right 
is particularly eroded in respect of street children who are lost in 
the hordes that roam metropolitan cities. This is related to 
another significant right, that is article 30 which stresses the right 
of children of minority communities and indigenous populations 
to enjoy their own culture, to practise their own religion and to 
use their own language. This is of particular importance in view 
of the threat to pluralism which is on the rise in our country. 


The most relevant right relates to article 32: The right to be 
protected from economic exploitation and engaging in work that 
constitutes a threat to health, education and development, etc. 
Among voluntary organisations there are some differences of 
opinion in their approach to this problem. It is held by some that 
in this country ground realities have to be taken into account like 
poverty, disenchantment with education that does not lead to 
employment and the ingrained Indian tradition of home based 
or family occupation are held responsible for child labour and 
that it is a ‘necessary evil.’ So they advocate that children could 
learn while they earn. Human rights activists are totally opposed 
to this since they hold any kind of labour, whatever its nature, 
is an evil, the denial of childhood and that the only way to restore 
childhood is to free the child from work. There cannot be two 
opinions on this matter since no amount of quibbling can veil the 
fact that the state has failed abysmally by creating a quality where 
children are exploited. Article 36 directs the state to protect 
children from all forms of exploitation. 


Another right which is equally important is in Article 40 
relating to juvenile justice. The state is directed to treat children 
with dignity. Ifa child is accused it has to receive legal assistance 
in a prompt and fair trial. In September 1985, Sheela Barse, the 
renowned social activist, filed a petition in the Supreme Court 
against the Union of India and 24 other states to prevent 1,600 
children from being illegally detained, contrary to children’s acts. 
By July 1988, 24 adjournments had been given in this case and 8 
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final hearings had been fixed but they had not taken place. 
Justice delayed is justice denied’. This speaks volumes about 
law’s delays in India. 


Article 37 asks the state to protect children from torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment; capital punish- 
ment or life imprisonment; unlawful or arbitrary deprivation of 
liberty and also conferring the right to be treated with humanity 
and respect, to be separated from adults, to maintain contact 
with family members and to have prompt access to legal assis- 
tance. All these have been observed more in its breach. 


Section (41) of the Juvenile Justice Act of 1986 does not take 
cognizance of a child lacerated with knife, burnt with cigarette, 
beaten by maid or teacher, staff of orphanage or custodial institu-: 
tion which is discrimination against children and the denial of 
fundamental right to justice through courts. 


Children who are not mentally ill at all are jailed as lunatics. 
They are charged as non criminal lunatics, a highly derogatory 
term, violative of human rights. These are mentally disturbed, 
perhaps under stress, yet labeled criminals. In West Bengal, they 
are put in a special jail in Alipore which is called Institute of 
Mental Health under the prison department of the Home Minis- 
try run by jailors according to prison manual. Custodial institu- 
tions are not visited by judges nor by counsels authorised by 
courts to find out the truth about prisoners. 


In the United States, the government in 1986, reinstated the 
death sentence for juveniles. If this could happen in the leading 
democracy in the world, the plight of children in Third World 
countries is left to one’s imagination. 


It is necessary to recall that the year 1991 has been declared 
the International Year of the Girl Child by SAARC. The girl-child 
belongs to the world of children as a matter of right and remains 
there and this could only be the outcome of conceptual clarity on 
equality of sexes. 


About 18 million children are born in this country every year, 
of these 1.5 million don’t survive. More girls and boys and girls 
are denied education. Ironically they have equal rights with boys 
when it comes to misfortune and destitution. As for work, they 
are more vulnerable, victim to he rapacious demand of their 
male employers. She is most exploited at home and abroad. Then 
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there is the barbaric act of the male dominated society using 
knowledge used by science and technology to determine the sex 
of the foetus in order to destroy it. 


According to the WHO studies, excessive fatigue by way of 
physical labour, stunts the growth of a child and leads not only 
to malnutrition and anemia and associated diseases but causes 
many undesirable changes in the endocrine and nervous sys- 
tems. Any employment is hazardous to a child as it impairs his 
or her growth. Moreover in certain occupations the hazards toa 
child’s life and health is so insidious that legitimization of child 
labour would amount to legitimizing genocide of children 
belonging to the weaker sections of the society. The Answer to 
child labour does not lie in the gradual phasing out of it or in its 
selective restriction, but in its total ban. 


Child labour and mass illiteracy area huge blot on the nation’s 
record. Voluntary organisations havea great role to play by their 
commitment to effectively guarantee Indian children every right 
to every opportunity for growth and development as well as a 
free and unfettered childhood to let the child come into its own 
and find its rightful place in the sun. 


All these rights hinge upon those fundamental rights taking 
root in the cultural sub-soil of the country. The hope lies in the 
true working of a democratic polity with liberty, equality and 
fraternity as lived in experience. A happy child is the measure by 
which a country’s democratic process is judged. 
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Panel Presentation - 2 


STREET CHILDREN —- AN URBAN TRAGEDY 
Fr. Fonseca 


Itake my cue from the theme Street Children - An Urban Tragedy 
and begin with a caution not to label children. There is no doubt 
that you and J are to be blamed for them being on the street. It is 
important to remember that the child on the street is no different 
from yours or mine and it is circumstances that have made him 
or her to take to the streets. There is also no doubt that there is a 
great responsibility thrust upon our shoulders. 


Under the category of street children I include all children 
who are neglected and are homeless, children of prostitutes, 
destitutes and vagrants who have no permanent dwelling place 
and haveno emotional homes to fall back on. Ofall the large cities 
in India, Bombay stands first with the highest number of street 
children. It is so because of the rapid industrialisation and the 
massive influx of rural people into the city who are looking for 
jobs and they find that the reality of life is more cruel than they 
bargained for. Children too entertain these kind of fanciful 
thoughts and believe that they can become rich overnight and 
take to the streets to fulfil their dreams. This category of children 
hasa culture that is typically theirs. It is difficult for us to fathom 
their aspirations. Nevertheless, we can take an interest in their 
lives and help them to lead normal lives. 


Let me talk of their culture little more by using some real case 
studies. Fatima of Indupur, Asha of First Main Road, and An- 
thony Basu of Rajpuram are all kids with different backgrounds 
for they come from different religious communities and different 
states. Yet they share the common culture - the culture of the 
street. What do they want? Why do they come to the city? 

When I refer to the word dirt while talking about these 
children many of us social workers hesitate to get involved. But 
that is their reality. They live in an environment of dirt and are 
dirty. 
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If we do not see this reality, we miss the bus. It is absolutely 
essential to study the backgrounds of such children. It is my 
finding that they too have a dignity and identity of their own. If 
they are given the proper education they can become more self- 
reliant and articulative. They have run away because they have 
had problems.:AS social workers we should try to understand 
their problems and create situations and an atmosphere wherein 
they feel more comfortable. This way we will be able to eliminate 
the fear that lies in them. The child should be understood as a full 
human being and not seen as a mere tragedy of our time. 


If we do not make these children comfortable and take the fear 
away from them, they will not open up and reveal their true 
problems. We should be patient with the and prepare ourselves 
to work with them for months or even years before a 
breakthrough can be achieved even with a single child. 


Wealso find that the street children are willing to do any kind 
of work. Ragpicking is the most common work that they engage 
in because they require no qualification or prior training to do 
this work. The money they earn from this is usually spent on food 
and films. Food is very important to them but they are not very 
particular about shelter. This is particularly true in the case of 
boys. 


Girls are more vulnerable at any age in their life. Girls from 
the street look for food and shelter but take more easily to shelter. 
Their condition is dictated by their parents, family and society. 


Both boys and girls have equal rights to education and we 
should make an effort in giving them the right kind of education. 
Only education will change their outlook and bring them back to 
the mainstream of society. 


Are there solutions to this problem? There cannot be a’single 
solution to the rehabilitation of street children because different 
children hailing from differnt backgrounds and culture have 
different problems and they should be treated as such. As the 
problem is unique, so is the solution. But we can look at some 
suggestions which are interim measures in their rehabilitation. I 
suggest the following: 


1. Half-way homes or night shelters can be the contact centres 


where kids can come and go when they want to talk to 
someone. 
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. Don’t try to help someone if he or she does not want the help. 
Do not possess anybody; you may lose them. 

. Adjust yourself to the child’s need. 

. Take risks. 

In conclusion, I want to emphasise once again that the child 


on the street is no different from our own and that our task is to 
help that child as we would help our own children. 
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Special Article 


YMCAs’ Holistic Approach to Street Children 
Rehabilitation 


There are over 30 million street children according to the latest 
estimate. These children are victims of urban civilization who 
starve for love and care. The explosive growth of modern cities, 
acute poverty, and the repressive attitude of officialdom and 
politicians, have forced these children out into the streets and into 
a life of uncertainty, fear and exploitation. 


The urban management is no longer adequate. It is estimated 
that if the present population growth trends continue, the num- 
ber of street children will grow inexorably. By 2025 A.D. 8.2 
billion will live in urban areas which will be about 65% of the 
total population. 


Now the main concern is how to deal with the threateningly 
growing problem. Millions of children (street working and vul- 
nerable children) who live alone, under-nourished since birth, 
starving for love, compassion and care; children nobody smiles 
at, nobody cuddles, nobody protects, nobody comforts, have 
become the targets of exploitation and couriers for drug traffick- 
ers. Both developed and developing countries face this problem 
and without adequately addressing it. The street is a common 
heritage of millions before they are tainted by drugs, prostitution, 
sex abuse and crime. We seek for these children the right to live 
a life worth living. 


Integrated service approach 


The Bangalore YMCA has launched a rehabilitation 
programme for the Children in Crisis (street children) in 1989. 
Our approach to the problem is an integrated approach, to pro- 
vide night shelter for better hygiene, better living conditions, a 
sense of security, freedom and hope. 


Besides night shelter, the following facilities are offered to the 
children by YMCA: Nonformal education, skill-training, street 
contacts, health care, motivational camps, nutritional food and 
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recreation. We have success stories to tell and we have failures 
to share through the process and experience. We worked out 
alternative strategies from time to time to meet the challenges 
and their needs. 


Institutionalization 


Our experience, study and findings reveal that in- 
stitutionalization of these children is neither appropriate nor 
proper and it will not solve the root cause of the problem. 


Non-institutionalized approach 


The only solution to this problem would be an integrated 
approach or holistic approach where the child is the centre of the 
programme. It may be called asa new Life Centre or Open House 
with integrated service programmes, to cater to the needs of the 
thousands of unfortunate children. 


The centres should be spread out all over the city to cater to 
50 to 100 children as a unit where the children are concentrated. 


This should be planned as a co-ordinated effort with various 
Governmental agencies such as the City Corporation, Depart- 
ment of Child and Women Welfare, Health Welfare, ICDS (In- 
tegrated Child Development Scheme), Police, Sarnik Vidya Peet 
etc. Corporation can plan an effective role, since they have a lot 
of resources at their disposal; for example: school buildings for 
educational activities, play grounds for recreation activities, 
hospitals for health care, community halls for get-togethers and 
socialization programmes should be utilised for the benefit of 
these children. 

The programme centre of open house or new life centre will 
extend the following services to the children. 

Open House- Night shelter facilities for bath, toiletand indoor 
recreation facilities 

- Appropriate education centred around felt needs and situa- 
tions 

- Skill-training: Appropriate range of skills for self-reliance 
and future employment option. 

- Recreation and cultural facilities for social and emotional 
adjustments 
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- Motivational camps/holiday camps to provide discipline 
and leadership 


- Nutrition 

- Counselling and guidance; career guidance 
- Health Care 

- Promote saving habits 

- Career information 

Suggestions for future 


The NGOs working with street children have in initiated 
programmes to create awareness, care and support to combat 
some of these problems. 


1. NGOs should pressurize the Government and local bodies 
to have them recognize the fact that street children are not 
delinquent but only immediate candidates for delinquency if 
their needs are not met. In principle, law enforcement agencies 
should be used as sparingly as possible as a heavy hand only 
serves to legitimize and re-enforce aggressiveness. 


2. In the long term, Government should define a National 
policy framework and develop their capacity to implement. 


3. Government can extend an umbrella of greater legality and 
protection to the informal sector, through which many street and 
working children can be given legal recognition, symbolized 
perhaps by a badgeand uniform. The working conditions should 
be improved with nutrition programme, informal learning and 
recreation. 


4. Greater attention should be given to ways of making exist- 
ing educational programmes flexible and alternative enough for 
street children to benefit. They should aim to encourage trust, 
strengthen the self confidence of the child and promote self help. 


5. Socially responsible media can contribute to making the 
problem more widely known by giving publicity to positive 
achievements of NGOs and Governmental programmes. Radio 
and television can play an important role in educating street 
children and educating the general public. 


Media programmes therefore should be designed to create 
awareness as well as evoke community response and participa- 
tion. Media like puppet shows, street theater and songs will also 
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have considerable impact on behavioural, cultural emotional 
outlook. 


6. Community organisers, volunteers, street educators should 
be accorded professional status with an appropriate career struc- 
ture to facilitate recruitment. 


7. Professional training courses for all those likely to come into 
contact with street children, such as social workers, doctors, 
nurses. Enforcement officials should take into account the 
specific problems faced by street children. The importance of 
respecting human dignity should be stressed. 


8. The children should be provided human environment. 
Street games and cultural events have considerable educational 
potential. Street entertainment, music and dancing can provide 
an opportunity for the positive qualities to bring them out from 
monotonous routine to these children who are always preoc- 
cupied with their survival. 


These children need a life which does not treat them as cattle 
or profit-making machines. They want what we are giving to our 
own children - a carefree childhood. 


This can be ensured if there is popular pressure and political 
will. Our politicians would rather concentrate on amending 
Panchayat Raj, and Local Urban bodies Bills rather than framing 
National Policy on Children in Crisis because children do not 
vote. Won't they soon? Politicians forget that millions of children 
in crisis will become eligible to vote, since voting age has been 
lowered to 18 years. 


The need of the hour is vision. Motivation and the will to serve 
are more important than the resources on the part of the Govern- 
ment and NGOs. Every community has people willing to 
respond in a possible way if only given an opportunity. It is 
everybody’s responsibility to create it. 


K.J.E. Kirubakaran 
Associate General Secretary 
YMCA Bangalore 
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List of Participants 


Name & Address Organisation 


Mr. Thomas Swaroop 
Post Bag 581 28, Nethaji Road, 


Fraser Town Bangalore 560 005 EFICOR 
Ashireyad 

(Address as above) EFICOR 
Edith Willeins Children in 
Children in Need Institute, ~Need 

Post Bag No. 16742, Calcutta 700 027 Institute 
Sulagra Roy 

(address as above) 

Mr.V. Susairaj "NESAKKARAM" 


No.6, I Cross Street, Lake Area, Street Elfins Edn. & 
Nungambakkam Madras 600 034 Development Society 


Mr. F. Royappan New Life 

I. A. Sannathi Street _ Foundation 
Hirudayapuram 

Palakari, Trichy 620 001 

Mr. P. Thomas New Life 

166, Anbunagar, Foundation 
X Cross Crawford, 

Trichy 620 012 

Mr. E. James Rasa Sekaran People’s Association 
Plot No. 522, ARIGNAR, for Rural 

Anna Nagar Madurai 625 020 Development 
Mr. K. P. John YMCA 
YMCA Camp Centre, 


Thottumugham, Alwaye - 5 


Mr. U.R. Fullonton YMCA 
YMCA, Old Secretariat Road, Cuttack 
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Mr. R. P. Manikumar YMCA 
YMCA, Beach Road, 
Vizag - 23, A.P. 


Mr. S. Manihar SKCV Children’s Trust 
SKCV Trust, Sevaniketan 

Patama Talanka 

Vijayawada 520010 AP. 


Mr. A. Goswami SKCV Children’s Trut 


Mr. A. Augustian Samuel YMCA 
2 P.P. High School, Narayanavaram, 
Chittoor Dt. 517581 A-P. 


Mr. Paul George YMCA 
Bombay YMCA Boys Home, 
D.N. Nagar Andheri (West)Bombay 


Mr. R. J. Paul YMCA 
YMCA, P.B.-No. 117 Port Plair, 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 744 101 


Mrs. Baby Dayal YMCA 
76, Trivandrum Road 

Palamkotai 627 025 

Mrs. Prathibha Jithur P.E.R.T. 


17, 2nd Cross, 2nd Main Road 
S.K. Garden Bangalore 560 046 


Mrs. Nova P.E.R.T 
(Address as above) 

Mr. J. Jesuraj YMCA 
117-A6, State Bank Colony, 

Ootacamund, The Nilgiris 

Mr. Pratap Singh Forum for 
1-2-412/21 Domalguda, Street 
Hyderabad 500 029 ’ Children 
Mr. Sheo Prasad _ YMCA 
YMCA, Johannessen Building 

Old Hazaribagh Road, 

Ranchi 834 001 


a7, 


pxF 


24. 


25.:t0- 275 
28. & 29. 


30. & 31 
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49, 
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Mrs. P.R. Tirkey YMCA 
(Address as above) 


Mr. G. Eddy YMCA 
YMCA #, Perumal Sannathi Street, 
Tirnelveli 


Representatives from CWC 
Representatives from REDS, Bangalore. 
Representatives from Bosco Yuva Kendra 


Visiters from Germany 
Represented Hyderabad 


Mr. Kenn Bush “YMCA 
YMCA, Nrupathunga Road, 
Bangalore - 560 002 


Mrs. Jayashree Bush YMCA 
YMCA. Bangalore - 560 002 


Mr. G.A. Challa YMCA 
YMCA, Bangalore - 560 002 


Mr. Edward Kirubakaran YMCA 
YMCA, Bangalore - 560 002 
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